
Parish Council Letter 1/15/2023

Good evening/morning, my name is Cameron and I am speaking to you today on behalf
of the St Thomas Parish Council. I would like to take a few moments to mention what
we have been working on and how we want to join together as a community to
strengthen and inspire our parish.

We have been through a great deal in the last few years and I believe this parish is
hurting. In order to move forward together and rebuild the vibrant community that first
drew many of us to St Thomas, we must first identify how we got here and face the
circumstances that we find ourselves in.

Father John arrived in 2019 replacing Father Mariusz, both incredibly faithful and
capable priests who did wonderful things for the North Idaho community. The next 3
years would bring tremendous growth to St Thomas. Our weekly parishioner numbers
doubled and many of the new faces were young families seeking a strong faith
community during the Covid crisis. There were other areas that saw change as well,
including the office staff, ministries and community events, music, schools and co-ops
etc. The growth over the last 3 years was evident in finances as well, as the parish saw
a significant increase in monthly contributions.

Last June, Bishop Peter made the decision to move Father John to Salmon, ID and the
music director also resigned soon after. Over the last 6 months we have seen a
substantial decrease in weekly attendance (28%), many families leaving the parish,
others withholding their contributions (45%), and a noticeable sense of despondence
among those who remain. The life and vibrancy that attracted so many to this parish
seemed to disappear overnight. It is apparent that while the faith, hope and love still
remain steadfast at St. Thomas we are indeed a hurting parish.

So how do we move forward? How do we reconcile the pain we have felt from the
changes that have taken place over the last three years and unite as a community? The
Parish Council would like to propose a return to the pillars that helped create the culture
and the community that brought such great growth and vibrancy to our parish- Respect
for Traditions, Reverence for the Liturgy, Focus on Families, and the Ministry of
Presence. Father Mariusz beautifully exemplified these values during his ministry,
Father John helped solidify them during the influx of parishioners, and Father Remi is
ready and willing to carry the torch forward to help uplift and inspire the parish.

As we go forward into the new year, we as a Parish Council ask that you join us in a
new task- rebuilding our community. Whether you have attended St Thomas for your
entire life or you are a recent transplant to the parish, we can join together to uplift and
encourage one another in the faith on our journey towards heaven. It is time to lay our



preconceptions, and even our personal preferences aside and work together in humility
to create a loving community that embraces one another as brothers and sisters in
Christ. We are united in faith and mission and our actions must reflect it. This can be as
simple as inviting someone new over for dinner, greeting a visitor to the parish,
engaging in volunteer opportunities, starting a prayer group, attending social events, or
supporting Father Remi in his ministry. Our faith community is worth the effort.

And so we begin this new calendar year with hope that St Thomas the Apostle Catholic
Church will be more than these beautiful windows and this lovely sanctuary…that we
will once again be the faith-filled, “beacon on the hill” for the eternal truths of Jesus
Christ and His Church in North Idaho- joyful in our celebration of the Holy Eucharist
and welcoming to all who enter.

This is a beginning. Our goal is to share news with you monthly via ambo
announcements, bulletin blurbs or inserts and website-published minutes from our
meetings. Our names and pictures are in the vestibule. We attend Mass and are often
found at socials. If you want to share something, please reach out.

May God bless you and your family and may our efforts to revive and unite the Body of
Christ be one that honors God and continues to exude the love and hope of this
beautiful St. Thomas family.


